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WHAT'S IN A NaME?

h Mick Kirsch &

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL EVENT...

“We never imagined The Fund would
become what it is today — able to send
numerous kids to camp each year,” said
Nick Kirsch, founding member of EHCF
and honoree of our annual “We Send Kids
to Camp” event.

FCC  Commissioner Jonathan
Adelsteln was humbled to be the other
honoree of the evening, Commissioner
Adelstein described his days at camp and
the experiences that made him who he 15
today. “It 15 organizations like the Echo
Hill Campership Fund that allow a child
whio might otherwise not be able to expe-
rience the wonders of camp, to create
bonds of friendship that last a lifetime,”

We could not have said it better our-
selves. This has been a trying year for all
as the economy has us tightening our
belts. However, our donors stepped up
and made sure that our ability to send kids
to camp did not bear the brunt of the
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Where did Echo Hill Camp get 11s name? There isn't a single hill
on the camp’s 70 acres. Not much of an echo either. You can shout
from the bluff until you're blue in the face, but your voice won't
bounce back from Aberdeen across the Bay. I've always wondered
about this, so with the Newsletter as my excuse, | decided to find out.
What I discovered may surpnse yvou. The name Echo Hill is quite
recent. It replaced Camp Howell, which was the original name of the
camp on the property. The land itself has only had three names since it
was granted to the good Captain Howell in 1672, Yes, that's right, the
magical real estate that Echo Hill calls home can be traced back to
before the Revolution, and even, if vou look carefully, to the 1608 map
of the Chesapeake Bay drafied by Jamestown's first Governor, Captain
John Smith.

Captain Thomas Howell, the land's first recorded owner, was a
Maryland assemblyman appointed by his governor to lead troops
against the Duich, who were camped on the West Shore of Delaware
Bay. On his deed, the property was called “Pond™ and described as:

“the land between a marvked chestnurt standing by the (Greas)
Pond... rumning down the Bay 108 perches unto a marked Gumm
standing at the mouth of Little Pond. ™

We know these Ponds today as The Swamp (Big Marsh) and Camp
Tockwogh's Puddle (just kidding). Three centuries of farming and silt
have tummed the small lake that Captain John Smith passed into a
unique peatland-spagnum marsh, home to several endangered plant
species. On his map,
Pocahontas”  Englishman §8
christened this land “Povnr
Pesinge” (Point Passing?)
and the river on the proper- g
ty's northern border
“Tockwogh Fin,” (later
called the Sassafras) after
the Mative American tribe
that lived along its shores.
You could say that the
Tockwogh Indians were
Echo Hill's first campers.
For thousands of years they
left piles of shells, or kitchen
midden, near Great Pond to
prove it. Sadly, their name
for the property was not

passed down.
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WHAT’S IN A NAME...

The next owner of Pond was Richard Bennett, the wealthisst American of
his time. He acquired the property in 1743 from Howell's heirs. When
Bennetl died, he left the land o his cousin®s son, Lloyd Dulany, describing it
in his will as “a parce! of land {ving between the mouth of the Saxsafras River
and Steel Pond Creek.” Even though he was a friend of George Washington,
he sided with the British. He abandoned the property when he fled to
Londoen. Afterwards, the land was appropriated by the Nedeling nation and
appeared m the Ledger of Confiscated Crown Property under its original
name, Pond,

On December 7 1786, William Paca, signer of the Declaration of
Independence and three times Governor of Maryland, bought Pond from the
State, He renamed it “Bloomy Meck™ and wsed it mainly for growing com, Tt
was one of many investments the Govemor had on the Eastern Shore.
Bloomy MNeck remained in the Paca family for almost a century, During that
time, the region’s inaccessible landscape changed dramatically with the
Industrial Revolution, The Chesapeake and Delaware Canal was begun in
1820 and railroad fracks were laid soon after. The most important means of
transportation for Bloomy Neck Farm, however, was the regular steam ship

Dolly and Walter Harris, Jr.
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service that passed between Baltimore
and Philadelphia. The Paca heirs built a
wharfl o accommodate these ships,
thereby securing easy access to their oth-
erwise isolated property.

In 1883 James S, Harris, a well-known
horticulturist fresh from the California
gold rush, purchased Bloomy Neck,
along with Howell Point, Drayton Manor
and several other area farms. He changed
its name slightly 0 Blooming MNeck.
James wanted 1o raise frwl fress, but
their produce, once picked, was time sen-
sitive, Steam ships were ideal for gquick
transportation to market, 50 he enlarged
the Paca wharf to accommodate his pro-
duction, Two horse-and-wagons easily fit
side by side on the new peer's oversized
timbers, At the farm’s peak, apples, pears
and peaches from more than 200 acres of
trees wers shipped from Blooming Meck
Wharfl. Ower 20 workers fended the
orchards, hired mainly from Coleman’s
Corner. Eventually, the fruit was also
shipped by train, which stopped at Still
Pond. James® son, Walter Sr., a Comell
graduate, later built the Harris Packing
House to keep the hundreds of bushels
cool while they awaited transport in the
summer heat, Tis high ceiling and enor-
miows concrete slab Noor are considersd
unigue for the period.

Two gensrations of Harris” nurtured
the thriving fruit trees. James became an
honored member of his community. He
built a church and represented Kent
County as a Congressman on the Ways
and Means Committes, Waller Senior
experimented with innovative farming
technigues. Then the Greal Depression
hit. By 1928, thers were no more field
hands singing in the orchards, Walter ran
the farm by himsell, with the help of his
wife and only child, 9 wear old Walter
Junior. Walter's wife raised a profitable
fMock of twrkeys, and the family bred
Chesapeake Bay retrievers. Tragedy
struck again in the early 19305 when a
severe blight decimated the orchards.
The family maised sheéep instead, and
Walter Sr. leased out part of the farm to
the Boy Scouts for a retreat. Camp
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Haowell, the fore-mumner of Echo Hill, was a reliel to bovs of all ages during the Depression, and particularly Walter, Jr,
Perhaps it was his boyhood experiences at this camp that inspired F]-Iq:-q:rnlnb Neck's next owner to dedicate his farm to
children and outdoor education.

By World War 11, the Harris farm was well known for its gouwrmet free-range turkeys, Orders came from near and
far and particularly from large corporations along the Mid Atlantic, Walter Sr. leased Camp Howell to Aberdeen
Proving Ground, which fermied several hundred soldiers per week across the Bay for fraining maneuvers. But as the bai-
tHes raged overseas, Walter Sr. waged his own battle with declining health, When he was forced to retire, Walter Jr. came
hack from college o run the Tarm, The voung man was not deployed overseas because of his weak heart.

At the end of the war, Walter Jr. was 26 and head of his farmily, but had vet to find the love of his life. This he found
several yvears later, completely by chance, when citv-bred Dolly showed up with her parents at Blooming Meck to pur-
chase a hunting dog. In what sounds like love-at-first-sight and a whirlwind courtship, the bwo were married shortly
after mesting, The couple had four children, two bovs and two gicls, all raised on the farm.,

In 1952, as his Family was growing in leaps and bounds, Walter, Jr. decided to lease Camp Howell to two Montesson
teachers from Pennsylvania, Mrs. Waser and Mrs. Calhoun. These ladies brought Eche Hill Camp o Blooming Neck
Farm. Peter Rice, Sr., the lower school principal of Washington, [0.C."s Sidwel]l Friends School, assumed the camp’s
direction a decade later. His eldest son, Peter Rice, I, took over when his father retired,

From the beginning, Peter Rice, Jr. made owtdoor education his life’s work. In addition o the summer camp, he
opened the Echo Hill Outdoor School in 1972, w teach children first hand about the environment, the Chesapeake Bay,
its conservation and restoration, Through his dedication and Walter Harnis" unwavering support, over fifty thousand
Mid-Atlantic children have visited the rustic shoreline of Walter's ancestors, They have leamed about the Hm.- 5 unigque
ecology and wavs o preserve it They have played in its water, camped on its shores and hiked in and around the marsh

&
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.. FUNDRAISER
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receipts during this event from last vear’s event. The
Board could not have been more pleased as we all were
wringing our hands wondering whether we were going io
continue to send even our current kids back next vear.

We would like to thank our Sponsors — RCN
Corporation, Mohile Satellite Ventures LP, AFT LLC
and our Co-Sponsors — Alltel Corporation, Terrestar,
Alex and Jill Vogel, and Allen and Judi Weltmann.
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Letter from the Board e=es—x=—=

The Board of the Echo Hill Campership Fund is
honored once again te be reaching out with this
newsletter to share a few of our stories.  We hope
vou enjoy what you read. We ask you to submit
ideas, articles, photographs, and your talent for
future newsletters and for our website
{www.EHCF.org). To our readers who have donat-
ed this year, we offer our heartfelt thanks. If vou
have not vet donated, please know EHCFeounts on
vour generous financial support. We recognize we
are approaching you during challenging economic
conditions.  Be assured that vour continued com-
passion will help soften the impact of these tough
times on our deserving and appreciative applicants.

While change is coming to DC, our board remains
stable and strong.

MWicole Alfandre Halbreiner continues to run the
books, pay the bills, file the forms, and crack the
much-needed whip. She basically runs the show.

Peter Bovd juggles work, studying to get his MBA
in Charlottesville, VA, EHCF meetings, fundrais-
ing, and campership process duties - making him,
perhaps, the hardest working member of the bunch.

Jordan Chasnoff has spent the year expanding our
internet reach, planting an EHCF Mag on Facebook,
where we are pushing towards 2(0 members.
Please friend us!

Patrick Gorman has discovered a new word —
faff — and has been faffing about ever since.

Donna DeMarco Sayada digitally records our
events, designs the material we send to you, and
sprinkles board meetings with her wisdom as a for-
mer camper along with her perspective as a parent
to a current camper. {Camp rules are stricter nowa-
days, but the food’s better!)

Mike Grossman 15 number one on the board in

looks, intelligence, athletic build, judgement,
charisma, and more. Best of all, he's about to
become a father. Congratulations from all of us!

Amy (Marshack) Mehlman manufactures the fuel
that makes EHCF run. She has been the driving
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We Need YOU!

We are looking for one or two brave, hardy souls to help on

|the Board. Computer skills would be a definite plus. Web site
|management abilities would make us kiss your feet. We meet

about once a month in Bethesda. If you are interested, please

|send us an email or write to the address below.
comtinwed on page 7|




HAVE You HEARD ...?

EHCF Goes DigiTar!

In the event that vou are a late adaptor of online social
networkimg, it might be news that EHCF has joined
Facebook! For evervone else, EHCF has built a huge
presence onling and is keeping in touch with friends and
supporters of the Campership Fund around the world.

We have connected with 360 friends and are using the
forum o kesp evervone updaled on the latest news and
gossip. If you haven't joined Facebook or looked us up,
here’s a litle of what you've been missing:

200% has been the year of engagements! The most
recent news-ash is that Katherine Hope was engaged 1o
Sehastian Gordon.  Belle Keller will tie the knot with
Bretion Homblower in Boothbay Harbor Maine in
Sepltember 200, Two of Belle's best friends from camp;
Lizzy Brooks and Kristen Knutsom will be bridesmaids
for Mr. and Mrs. Homblower.

Do you know which Creamer is engaged?? I vou
hooked up with EHCF on facebook, you'd know that Tyler
Creamer popped the question o Georgie Laidlaw! They

will be married in Balimore in 2009 No word yet if

Georgie's new niece-in-law Tillamook Azuzu will be a
bridesmaid or the Dower girl. Jack Balaban is engaged 1o
Roger Pookie Ferguson, We got word from the other side
of the pond that Chris Abdy is engaged to Leanne Curley.

Afler completing a gradeate degree in Chemical
Engineering from Berkley last vear, Val Martin is engaged

o Colin Gilboy, Michael Fizpatrick is keeping wrack of

the countdown to his wedding with fiancée Laura Ghering,

The engaged are not the only ones making big moves
this year. Seam Rapelvea moved back to Washington D(C
after a vear in Missoula Montana working for the Obama
Campaign. Celeste Gilbert has also moved back o the
Mation’s Capital from Baltimore. Taylor Arnold is back in
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Mew Jersey after hanging out with Sean in Montana.
Faylor is teaching high school biology and is sharing an
apartment with her super sweel pit bull, Bella. Julia King
graduated from George Washington and moved to Chicage
where she is working [or Teach For America at a school in
Gary Indiana. Since Julia’s move, Sam Clark has contin-
ned his work in the ofTice of the Mayor of Baltimore. Dan
Fuerst and Jared Feldman are living in a sweet bachelor
pad in Brooklyn, Dan and Jared want everyone 1o know
they have a couch available for any visits 1o the big appla!
EHCF board member Peter Bovd has left the shores of the
Chesapeake Bay {for now) to return to grad school at L'VA

G Hoos! Petey Rice is a junior at Gettysburg College
where he is a member of the Phi Sigma Kappa Academic
Fraternity. When asked lor comment on his life at school,
Petey said only “MNo way, dude.”

Weddings and Babies!

Mike and Liliva Grossman are expecting their first baby
this winter! We also heard [rom Claudia Ghigliotty who
is married o a “wonderful guy™ and is living in Brooklyn
where she works as an occupational therapist. Claudia’s
lirst baby 15 due late January, Lucy (Fox) and Jay Sinrod
had their first bahy, Piper, in February, Maris Movelli was
married o Chris Leo in October. Eve Cohen and Sally
Garfield, two of EHC s best-ever salors, were brides-
maids. Tara Morgenthal is married and living in Mew
York City, and 15 expecting a baby boy in January.

Thanks! Last, but not least, Chester’s girllriend, Mvrtle,
celebrated her first birthday in October!

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:
PeTER BOYD




EHCF DONOR LIST
(December 2007 - November 2008)

DONATIONS ($5,000 I )
Rolsert W, Alfandre Foundaiion
BARCO LLC

The Levin Family Foundation

Amy & Bruce kehlman

Klabdle Satellite Vemhares

RCK Teletom Services

DONATIONS ($2,500 - £4,999)
Allie] Corporation

Kenneth Mehlman

Temestar Metworks Imc,
Adexander & Jill Vogel

Juditly & Adlen Weltmann

David & Suzanne Baoyd

David & Katherine Bradley

Douglas & Carolyn Brandon

Wetl & Lisy Brerley (in memory of Tim)

Browmetein Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP

CTLA:The Wireless Associntion

Patrick {Gorman

Mick & Micale Halbreiner

Suzin Holmes, Man Heller & Natlsaniel Heller
{in memory of Man Young)

Leslie Morgenthal {in memory of Paul CGrahodTh

Busan . Nordeen

Sart F. Ross, DMD

Diomiia Sayada (in memory of Faal GrabofT)

Squire Sanifers

David & Patrick Strauwh

Wioodhury Fumd

DONATIONS (S50 - 3909}
Adime Hallard
Peder Bavyd
Catherine Brennan & Weil Levine
Alison Cassidy (in homor of Cullen & Micholas
Eirsch]
Fandal kel & Jan Churchull
HWichelag Kirech
RBruce Marshack & Amelin Headley Lamont
Cyndhin KlePhersan
Arthur & Judith BMehlman
Momd Fanuly Foundatmon
{maiching gifi for Emily Pamer)
Diominigue & Thomas Palmer
Diom & Kate Picord
Mlarc & Emily Porler
el Consultmg Corp.
{maiching gifi for Kaie Brennan)
Patrick Sxymanski
Jenmifer Warren

DONATIONS ($250 - $499)
Sephen Amay

Frank & Stacia Andrews
Ananymos

David & Marjorie Casper
Doerathy Cukier

www . chef . org

eHay Foundatbon (match gift for Mico Posser)

Fantasy Sports Aszoe. Ine

Mlarti Gilhert

Zam & Deb Hastings-Black

Mick Kromfeld

July Eouhm & David Schwab (i honor of Amna)

Anne Livie

Mico & Laurie Posner

Greg & Carln Ziegel (in memory of Toel
Cianiner)

DO ATIONS ($150 - 3249

Brian Baker

CityBridge Foundation | for Richard Paugh)

Jamie Crarfield

Henry Goldberg £ Kim Hetheringlon

Linldberg, Gaoadles, Weener & Wghi

Cintia Guiimanaes

Rabert Houpiman

The Hertz Family

Jeremy Lichiensbein

Ammanda Lebkes {in omor af Alex)

Leventhal, Semier & Lerman, PLLC

Judy & Ellen Lichiman

O & 1o Mae Maodorie (in memory of Peter
Rice. Sr. and m honor of Paalme Rice)

Giregory March & Mollyani Green March
din homaor of Daavid |

Lorraine Sostowski (in honor of Chloe)

Samuel Ackerman (in honor of Endicott, Hannah
& Holdei)

Prizcilla B Alfandre

Ruthiz Baron

Mladeleine Beitz (im memory of Mait Young

Christine Bohle

Suzan Bl

Mlichael, Teresa & Mat Broan

Rarah Campbsll

Jowdan Chesnaofl

Vicki Hurdle Chew

Zam Clark & Family (in memory of Johs Daigh)

M. Elena Costells

James & Hanmie Dennis

Daniel Eisenberg & Family
{in memory of MMatl Young)

Benpantiin, Emily & Lily Essmer & Loz Mumply
{in memory of Mari Young)

Diorathen Frosell |in memary of her gramlson
Tim Hrierlev]

Philip {irnham & Dara Sicherman

Giay Gireene (in memory of D Jeffrey Greene)

Aileen Hefferen & Charles Harkless

Hephanie Hettimgeer (im honor of Emma &
Cilivin]

Caral Kauder

LDion & Adin king

Jeffrey Lifson & Aloha Keylor (in honor of
beliles)

Ranmie & Eric Ross MceClaferty

Helen MaoClure {in memory of Monkee)

Fred & Sudy Pres

Jannie Baak {in honor of Lola & Lan)

klerinin Rajnath (in hanor of Merixia)

Tony & Cristy Rocks (in homor of Sammy, Emma,
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Haitna & Trewor)
Edward & Cathleen Schirick
Matalie Selman (in hanar of MNicoletie)
Jncqueline, Fred & Harmah Somsiein
Kabtie Trolman
Giary Waolanske {in hoiwor of Margarel Regine
Pamncisi)

Lawra & Kicah Bertin (in memaory of Diylan
Eigler)

Baoproe Techmodgy  (m menory of Dvian
Sigler)

klally Caplan

Anm Caolanma (in memory of Man Young)

Peter Dwaorkin & Sylvia Baab Dravorkin
i hoivor of Bane & Meredith)

Drawid Cresddes

John & Bedsy Geise
{in hanar of Eleamor & Jobm Michasl)

L. Chrstime Healey & Ryvan Browam

Marc Erall

Tom Mallan

Hannah Bovrehy

blary & Amps Ridenour

klichael Russell {in memory of Jobhn Lornd
komght)

Barhara Schauber {in memory of Dylan Sigler)

. Evan Siple

kir. & Mrs, OB, Tulew, Jr.
{in memory of Dylan Sigler)

Ehana Wasldngron & Family

Frank & Caral Amling (in memory of Dvlan
Higler)

Brendan Bennett

Abce Beream & Danel Greenbaum
{in memory of Faul GrabodT, Kenny
Ruten and Peter Rice., S

Pesdrn & Wancy Castaneida
{in honor of Felisia & Amnabel)

Cathn Coslen

Jozl Feldmann {in memory of Monke)

Andrew Hastings-Hlack

Julia Hastings-Rlack

Jeanne Hodlerkanp

Jan Mosore

Bill Penrose

Hnver Printing

klargi Augusiime Willowmoon




WHAT’S IN A NAME...
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that many endangered species call home,

Badly, Walter Harmis, Ir. 15 no longer with us. He passed
wway in 2003 at the age of 84. He was immensely proud of
the conservation taughi on his farm and the mynad of other
environmental and historie activities he had overseen
throughout his life. He considersd them his legacy to the
region he loved so well. Cerlainly, his greatest gift will be
appreciated for centuries, Befors he died, Walter placed a
portion of his ancestral farm in a Land Conservancy Trust,
s0 that its pristine beauty would be preserved for genera-
tions o come. Personally, T find it comflorting to know that
my children’s children will be able o gaze out over Pond
and giggles about how their grandmother went swamp
mucking in it. There may not be an echo in that there water-
ing hole, but there certainly is a lot of wild life.

£ Ik MARSH

AU GT 1

5 ACTUALLY A SWAMP

W PR FANETDIIATERN OF

THE WD COMSERYATION CORP IN
APRIL 7. 1884

tUNUING FOR THE MROJECT WAS MADE
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THE_ CHESAPEAKE

HAY TRUSI AND
S CHODL

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE T0: EHCF

And raturn it with this coupan fa; EHCF

PO Box 5023

Bethesda, Maryland 20824 - 5923
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| § Wa have enclosed a donation of D 525
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force behind a series of annual fundraisers, each setting a
new record. In terms of achieving our mission, no individ-
wal has ever had a bigger impact than Amy.

While we continue o offer our time to EHCF, we are
always in need of new energy, ideas, and expertise. 17 vou
would like to join the Board to offer vour skills and knowl-
edge, please let us know, We are always looking for new
Board members to help with this worthy cause.

EHCF wishes vou peace B8
and joy for the holiday season
and New Year.

GIVE ON-LINE!

Far yaur conveniancs
thara is a secure donation page
an the websita.

|:| LT l:l 500 |:| Cther%__

In Memaory / Homor of (optional)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION!

www . chef . org
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Do we have vour carrent email address?
Keep in touch with the Eche Hill
Community through EHCF!




